

Adopted 1/9/18


Introduced by Council Member Love and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Anderson, Becton and Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2017-854-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THE 2017 ISSUANCE OF THE STATE OF THE RIVER REPORT FOR THE LOWER ST. JOHNS RIVER BASIN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,  the State of the River Report for the Lower St. Johns River Basin is a comprehensive compilation of research on  water quality, fisheries, aquatic life and contaminants of the St. Johns River and its tributaries; the first report was issued in 2008; and

WHEREAS,
the State of the River Report is the result of a collaborative effort of a team of academic researchers from Jacksonville University, the University of North Florida and Florida Southern College; the report is funded primarily by the City of Jacksonville’s Environmental Protection Board; and

WHEREAS,
the purpose of the project is to review previously collected data and literature about the river and to provide a format that is informative and readable for the general public; in the development of the report, many different sources of data were examined, including data from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, St. Johns River Water Management District, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission, the City of Jacksonville and individual researchers; and
WHEREAS,
the  report’s water quality research examined the status and trends of some of the following indicators in the waters of the St. Johns River and 29 tributaries: salinity, fecal coliform, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, algal blooms, nitrogen and phosphorous; the research sought to determine if the status and trends were satisfactory, worsening, unsatisfactory or unchanged;     and

WHEREAS,
the State of the River Report examined the status of wetlands and endangered and threatened wildlife species including Florida manatees, bald eagles and wood storks; and
WHEREAS, the educators and scientists who amassed the research and data that comprise the State of the River Report for the Lower St. Johns River Basin are dedicated to efforts to improve the health and aquatic life of the river and its tributaries; the authors of this important report include: Dr. Radha Pyati, and Dr. Brian Zoellner, University of North Florida, Dr. An-Phong Le, Florida Southern College, and from Jacksonville University: Dr. Peter Bacopoulos, Dr. Gerry Pinto, Dr. Nisse Goldberg, Dr. Andy Ouellette, and Dr. Gretchen Bielmyer-Fraser; we commend all of them for this significant research document; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Jacksonville City Council does hereby recognize and commend the 2017 issuance of the State of the River Report for the Lower St. Johns River Basin and thanks its authors for their vitally important contribution that further efforts to improve the health and aquatic life of the St. Johns River and its tributaries.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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